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F-16AM - Block 15 NATO Viper

Norway was the last of the four NATO countries to specify the F-16 as a replacement
for the F-104G.. When the decision was made to accept the F-16, a total of 72 were
envisaged as enough to satisfy the country’s defense requirement. Placed with
Fokker, the Norwegian contract called for 60 F-16As and 12 F-16Bs. The first delivery
to the Royal Norwegian Air Force (RNoAF), or Kongelige Norske Luftforsvaret, was
undertaken during December 1979, with the final machine arriving in June 1984.
Unlike their more southerly counterpart, the Norwegian aircraft were equipped from
the outset with a brake chute, in an extended tail cone, to improve stooping
performance on ice- and snow- covered runways. The primary role of the Norwegian
aircraft is air defense, while their secondary role is costal defense. For the latter, the
Penguin MK3 anti-shipping missile is deployed. During its use of the F-16, the RNoAF
has lost 14 aircraft to a number of causes, but has been able to replace no more the
two due to cuts in defense budget.

The four units that fly the F-16in Norway are Nos 331,332,334 and 338 Skvadrons
based at Bodo, Rygge and Orland respectively. In 1984, the latter unit became the
last to form on the type. Of the other three units, No.334 Skvadron is primarily
charged with deploying the locally built Kongsberg Penguin MK3, while the
remaining units provide the nation’s air defense.

The F-16 is a single-engine, multi-role tactical aircraft. It is equipped with an M61
Vulcan cannon in the left wing root, and is almost always armed with the AIM-120
AMRAAM on its pylon rails. It can also be armed with a wide variety of air-to-air
missiles and air-to-ground missiles, rockets or bombs, carried on a number of hard
points under the wings.

From the very beginning, the F-16 was intended to be a cost-effective “workhorse”
that could perform various kinds of missions and maintain around-the clock
readiness. It is much simpler and lighter than its predecessors, but uses advanced
aerodynamics and avionics, including the first use of fly-by-wire (earning it the
nickname of “the electric jet”), to maintain good performance.

Mid-Life-Update

The F-16s airframe has been subject to more heavy loads than was predicted in
1979, The resulted in several unpredicted hair cracks in some of the airframe’s
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bulkheads. Before an aircraft can be offered for MLU modification, the current
state of the airframe is examined in the extensive Aircraft Structural Integrity
Program (PACER SLIP). In this modification program, all bulkheads of the aircraft
will be examined and repaired (using the so called Cold Working method) if
necessary. After PACER SLIP, the aircraft will be able to last at least another 5,000
flying hours and can complete its life expectancy of 30 years.

Several countries participated in the Mid-Life-Update; the four EPAF(European
participating Air Forces) countries. Each of the EPAF nations sent one F-16 to
Lockheed Marin in ForthWorth, Texas, as a trial aircraft for the modification. 20 of
F-16A block 10 and 25 F-15A block 15 from Norwegian Air Force has jointed the
MLU program. This results in a modernized F-16A with new avionics and radar
system. The Norwegian Air Force involvement on MLU took place at depot at
KJELLER.

Most of the avionics installed during the MLU, is existing off-the-shelf hardware
that was modified for use in the F-16. The modular Mission Computer, however,
was designed especially for the F-16; this can be considered the most important of
the computer of the F-16. The most significant changes were:

1.Modular Mission Computer for fire control, stores management, and HUD
processing, adding Helmet-Mounted Display features.

2.Data Entry Cockpit Interface Set, integrating communication and navigation.
3.Multifunction displays, replacing existing displays.

Though the US Air Force dropped out the MLU production segment, all along it
planned top incorporate the new Modular Mission Computer (MMC) into over 200
of its Block 50/52 and 450 Block 40 aircraft and after funding was approved also
the color Multi-Function Display set.

Since the same MMC will be used in USAF Block 50 aircraft and the upgraded
European MLU F-16s, hardware will be common to both types. However, the USAF
MMC version will be incorporated with some unique software enhancements due
to a wider range of weapons that are not in the European inventory. After the
MLU, it will be the first time the European F-16s will be ahead of the USAF F-16s in
terms of sophistication and capability.
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*Read carefully and fully understand the instructions before commencing assembly.

*Adult supervisior should also read the intructions when assembled by children aged 14 or younger.
*Keep out of reach of small children. Children must not be allowed to put any parts in their mouth, or pull vinyl bag over their heads.
*When using adhesives and paints, please make sure not to use them in closed room or near the fire.

*When assembling this kit, tools including knives are used. Extra care should be taken to avoid personal injury.

\_ Refers to Mr.Color acrylic paint number. )

yﬁ
D),
/)




16

17 =

18 8

20@0%

71z

|
19 gq[_;

¥

canopy

*Parts not inicate in the contruction are not used for this kit.
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for installing
missile pylon M4

Lower Fuselage
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*Fill the panels with putty

or CG glue and sand

! Be careful

.....

*Fill the panels with putty
or CG glue and sand

Cockpit tub
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Cut along the lines for open air brake
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Upper Fuselage

Lower Fuselage
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Early Type
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Open hole when installing J3
(For use with Belgiam A/F)

For use with Belgiam A/F
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! Becareful N
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*Install C38 First,
then the two halves
of C13,C15




[H307] D13 [H308 *Do not install A2 when
i choosing close canopy.
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4 g| 370 Gatlon Wing Tank _— Dg’ 300 Gallon Centenline Tank
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For use with single GBU-12,
MK82,GBU-87,GBU-31,GBU-24
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AN/AAQ-13

J16

AN/ALQ-131
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Painting & Decal Placement - External Stores(F16AM/BM)

Fuel Tank 370 gallon 300 galion
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EXTERNAL STORES

F-16 AM

Station No. 9 8 7 6 5R 5 5L 4 3 2 1
Weapons '

LAU-114
(W/AIM-9M only)

LAU-129

AIM-9M

AlM-1208B
(W/LAU-129 only)

MK.82

MK.82 (%]
(W/TER) © O ®

GBU-12 O &)

GBU-12
(W/TER) . ' ‘ ‘

GBU-31 5] &)

GBU-87 (5] &)

GBU-87 ©
(W/TER) < O ®

GBU-24 ) (@)

AGM-65 o ‘

AGM-119A
(Norwegian AF only) . ' .

370gal. Fuel tank . .

300gal. Fuel tank O

AN/AAQ-13 .

AN/AAQ-14 . .

SNIPER XR
(Norwegian AF only) ‘

ALQ-131 ‘
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